Children's Book and Media Review
Volume 37
Issue 7 July 2016

Article 3

2016

The Best Worst Thing
Charlotte Esplin

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Esplin, Charlotte (2016) "The Best Worst Thing," Children's Book and Media Review: Vol. 37 : Iss. 7 , Article
3.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol37/iss7/3

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Children's Book and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For
more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Esplin: The Best Worst Thing

Book Review
Title: The Best Worst Thing
Author: Kathleen Lane
Reviewer: Charlotte Esplin
Publisher: Little, Brown & Company
Publication Year: 2016
ISBN: 9780316257817
Number of Pages: 197
Interest Level: Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding

Review
Maggie is a very conscientious young girl on the brink of teenage-hood. With a conscience the size of
the United States of America, Maggie wants to save all the bad things from happening. Upon learning
that her neighbor uses rabbit’s for meat, Maggie’s greatest desire is to save the rabbits. Throughout
her adventure, Maggie brushes up with murderers, experiences middle school and friend drama, and
copes with possibilities of divorce between her parents. All ends well and Maggie learns great lessons
along the way.
This is a great novel that sheds light on a subject still very much a taboo in our society – obsessive
compulsive disorder. Maggie tries to control everything she can by counting, repeating words, making
sure everything is even, and checking doors. It can be a great tool for understanding those with this
disorder. Furthermore, young teens will appreciate the struggles Maggie faces with starting middle
school and finding her identity while her friends also discover theirs. Heartwarming and very well
written, The Best Worst Thing will keep you gripped.
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